
City of Sylvan Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 

December 14, 2016 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, December 14, 
2016 opening at 7:38 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:   Dzenko, Endres, Lorenz, Meskin Zubrzycki 
     Absent:   None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Schultz 
 
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the City Council Agenda for 
December 14, 2016, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mayor Lorenz noted a correction for the study session minutes on page four under Loan-Sewer 
from General Fund.  “Lorenz suggested putting $11 on each water/sewer bill and it would be 
paid back within the 10 years not one year.” 
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the following minutes, as amended. 
 
 November 9, 2016, Regular Meeting 
 November 29, 2016, Study Session 
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS 
 
 Moved by Meskin, seconded Dzenko, to approve the voucher report for December 
totaling $263,288.02, as submitted.   
 
Nov Payroll                    $ 58,000.50   Check #'s  11839-11843 
 DD2807-DD2829 
 EFT1100-EFT1106 
     
Accts Pay-Nov-Dec       $205,287.52             Check #’s  49196-49268 
       EFT  1326-1328, 1334-1343 (E) 
 Totaling   $263,288.02  ACH  1325, 1329-1333 (A) 
         
 Yes: All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
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ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS  
 
Mayor Lorenz received the reports for the DPW, Police and the City Attorney reports for 
November and asked that they be placed on file.   
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

 
Jim Endres reported the March Board of Review met and granted three hardships.  There is 
nothing new to report with Cable. 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
        P1-008-16 
Larry Jack stated he heard the city is getting radar signs.  He asked if they did, where they would 
go and could he recommend where they should go.  Martin reported they did purchase two radar 
signs. They are trailer mounted; they will be on a pole.  One is solar more permanent. The other 
is battery powered and easier to move.  Martin stated he would be happy to take suggestions of 
where to put them.  Jack suggested they be moved around the city and offered to help. 
        BD-005-16 
Jim Smith complimented Clerk Dryden on her minutes; they are comprehensive and they add a 
lot to the transparency in government.  He did note there was an omission in the study session 
minutes, as he was in attendance.  The public comment from MaryAnn Smith where she voiced 
her  strong reservation on the dock policy with changing the requirement of having a boat at your 
dock space to eliminating this requirement.  He feels her comments deserve to be included and 
the minutes should have an addendum.  He also expressed his reservation to having no boat at 
the dock space. The whole  point is maximize utilization of the lake, by the residents of the city. 
It is not the right policy for this city.  
 
Helen Jane Peters shared February 1947 Sylvan Lake became a city.  February 2017 will be the 
70-year anniversary.  She feels this should be honored by the city.   
 
MaryAnn Smith stated the calendar shows the Council meeting, but she would like to see a link 
to take you to the agenda.  Many don’t know where to find the agenda.  
        O-008-16 
Next Smith presented a photo to the Mayor and City Council of a drone, which is called a 
helicopter.  This helicopter came at her and her friends on the lake.  It taunted them by diving 
back and forward at them.  As they got their phone out to take a picture and call 911, the camera 
saw them doing this and flew away.  She feels this is taunting and terrible to have on the lake.  
She would like City Council to adopt an ordinance or policy to stop them from taking off from 
city property and resident’s docks. 
        BD-006-16 
Smith commented on the omission from the minutes, which should have been included and she 
feels because she was in opposition to the discussion they were intentionally left out.  She 
reviewed what is being proposed.  Residents would only have to pay the fee for the dock space 
and never put a dock or a boat in the space.  She finds this terrible public policy.  There are 30-
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50 people on the waiting list.  There is a lot of city property if someone just wants to sit and 
enjoy the view of the lake.  They don’t need to use a boat dock space for this.  She is also 
concerned with the timing of this.  If it is to go into effect this year, this needs to be passed in 
January.  She feels this gives the public no time to comment on this or hear about it.  She feels all 
the people on the wait list should be contacted to ask them what they feel about it.   
      
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!  He hopes everybody had a 
great Thanksgiving, focusing on the “Thanks” part of that.  It’s so easy for us to be drawn down 
into negative feelings and attitudes that sometimes makes it difficult to choose to be happy and 
positive.  But that’s exactly what it is, a choice.  He is hoping that the positive feelings of the 
holidays moves into a positive change in our lives as we move into the new year. 
 
He congratulated Lorenz and Endres on their appointments to Mayor and Mayor Pro-Tem and he 
looks forward to working them over the years.   
 
Events 
The annual harvest wine tasting was a big success as usual.   A lot of wine to sample, 50 bottles, 
and a lot of fun conversations catching up with old friends and meeting new ones.  That is a very 
fun event to meet people and you don’t have to taste the wine if you choose not to.  The annual 
cookie exchange and Santa visit was also a very fun event.  Patrick Runk, Parks and Recreation 
chair posted, “It was a great turnout with lots of wonderful toys and gifts donated for the 
Lighthouse of Pontiac.  During the season of giving we are fortunate to live in such a generous 
community. Speaking of a generous community, the Sylvan Lake Police Department is once 
again hosting the Shop with a Hero event.  This event brings Christmas to area children that may 
otherwise not have gifts to open.  The goal is to raise $3,000 and have 20 children each shop 
with a “hero.”  The heroes will be from the Sylvan Lake Police Department and other 
neighboring departments.  The shopping event will take place on December 22nd and we’re 
asking for donations to be made by the 19th.   
 
Streets       S-004-16 
We are happy that the winter weather held off as long as it did and allowed the leaves to be 
collected.  There was the usual ordeal trying to keep to a collection schedule when it is 
absolutely impossible unless more equipment and men were brought to the City.  But in the end 
they were all collected and the City looks great.  Now it’s time for snow.  Just one quick 
comment about the snow and snow removal.  The City’s objective is to have the streets safe and 
passable.  It is not always feasible to have the roads plowed and salted so they are bare all the 
time.  There are a few factors involved in doing that.  Temperature, traffic that can both pack the 
snow into ice or break up the ice if the temperatures are warm enough.  Sunshine makes a big 
difference too.  So please remember that the goal is safe and passable, not necessarily always 
“bare” although we usually do get to that. 
 
Building and Planning Dept.    C4-003-16 
A few other things going on in the building and planning departments - The Butchery has 
submitted plans for a  butcher shop and deli at 2538 Orchard Lake Road, between Woodland and 
Lakeland.  Checkers is working on plans to move into the old KFC Building and he has seen 
very preliminary plans for a condominium complex on the vacant school property.   
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SAW Grant       
Most of the data has been collected and is being compiled, categorized, and put into usable form.  
Once that is done, he will have HRC come to a meeting and we will give City Council and the 
audience an overview of the project, what was accomplished and show how some of the data will 
be used.  He noted he made a presentation at a Michigan Water Environment Association 
Seminar on Watershed and Storm water in Lansing a couple weeks ago along with HRC.  It went 
very well and there were a lot of questions.  Martin talked about the SAW Grant and our city’s 
project, what we wanted to accomplish and what we did and the engineers talked about some of 
the actual process and then finished up by discussing some of the findings and what we will do 
with those. 
 
A few of the things we’ve found have already been taken care of, like some intruding taps and 
large calcium deposits that Martin had removed a month ago.  Martin is looking forward to 
having the complete package with the mapping, pipe and manhole conditions so we can start 
working on a capital improvement plan for both sewer and storm. 
 
Patrol Vehicle       P1-009-16 
Martin will be putting together information to purchase a new patrol vehicle and new pickup for the 
DPW very soon.   He is in the process of ordering a new light bar for our current patrol vehicle that 
will be transferred to the new one when purchased. 
 
City Hall        A-010-16 
We have moved our operations upstairs in City Hall.  We are still organizing and there is still a lot to 
be done, but it’s open.  We have a temporary C of O until we build a roof over the door toward the 
ramp. We will be installing the generator when the electrical contractor is ready.  That is in his hands.    
Martin expressed the wonderful mix of emotions in seeing this project come together.  He and his dad 
worked on City Hall a number of times, even before the small addition in 1985 or 86.  So seeing all 
of that change was very odd.  We took off the old walnut paneling and my initials and 1978 were 
spray painted on the wall.  This project took a very long time, partially because we were trying to do 
as much of the work ourselves to save money.  As with any old building, this one built in 1927, every 
time we got into something new we uncovered more issues that had to be corrected.  Now we have a 
completely renovated building on the inside that is safe for the employees and residents with correct 
plumbing, electrical, handicap access and the police and city hall functions totally separate.  I 
sincerely thank City Council for their enthusiastic support of this project.  It is now something the 
City residents, Council and staff can be very proud of for many years. 
 
Martin again wished everybody a Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah, and Happy Holidays and 
looking forward to a great 2017.  
 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS  
 
Dzenko thanked everyone for being here and thanked everyone for their support in electing him, it is 
an honor and a privilege.  He stated the DPW did a great job on removing the snow from the streets.  
They are reliable and he got to work, where many of his co-workers did not.   
 
Zubrzycki thanked everyone for coming and he thanked Luke Cassar for serving on Council.  He  
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welcomed Jim Endres to Council and thanked Dzenko for serving as Mayor.  He feels Lorenz will do 
a good job as Mayor.  It can be a challenge running some of the meetings and Lorenz is good at doing 
this.  Also, Endres has experience in running Planning Commission meetings.  Zubrzycki commented 
on the discussion of change in the dock policy. In principle, he agrees with MaryAnn Smith.  He 
noted he asked for some changes because he felt there were some unnecessary administrative 
enforcements.  There are a number of reasons why boats are not at their dock space or they can’t get 
them in by the date.  He noted he has always felt that everybody should have the opportunity to have 
a boat dock and if there is a wait list there should be a way to share and some maybe only have a 
dock space half the year or maybe every other year.  BD-007-16 
 
Meskin welcomed everyone and wished them happy holidays.  He questioned the council information 
packet with the water/sewer accounts being adjusted.  Dryden explained these are manual 
adjustments which were made in the last quarter, which were other than billing or receipting, i.e. 
work order, nsf, or shut off.  Next Meskin proposed since they have the audit now to have on the next 
study session proposing an adjustment to the water/sewer rates.  He would like to schedule a study 
session between now and before the January City Council meeting.  Currently the study session is 
scheduled for December 27th and with the holidays this will probably be canceled.   
 
Endres thanked all his people for showing up, the electors, and Luke Cassar for serving.  He is 
pleased to see City Hall out of the basement, although lower level sounds nicer.  He invited everyone 
to stop in and see the new place.   It is something to be proud of.  Civic Center TV will be doing a 
program on the renovation.  He is still trying to extricate the city from Pontiac Schools.  He shared 
how our city operates compared to other entities.  The people at City Hall are great to work with.  He 
feels Martin and Dryden are the best and some won’t appreciate that until they are gone, which he 
doesn’t want to see happen within his next four years.  He thanked Kris, Bri, the Police and the DPW.  
Endres shared some of his agenda items he would like to accomplish while on council.  Few may not 
come to pass, but he will try.  He looks forward to making this the best city he can.   
 
Endres’ plan at the meetings is to mention up-coming events, like Martin does; adding anything he 
may miss.  He brags about Sylvan Lake wherever he goes and wants everyone to know about our 
city.  He noted there are a dozen graduates from Orchard Lake St. Mary’s.  They recently won the 
class 3 State football championship.  Endres wished everyone a safe and great holiday season and 
asked everyone to use Sylvan Lake merchants first.   
       C1-004-16 
Lorenz thanked the voters, Endres, Meskin and Dzenko on getting elected.  A special thank you to 
Luke Cassar for his service on City Council.  Cassar was instrumental in getting a lot of items done.  
Lorenz expressed his appreciation for Cassar’s work he did.  Lorenz thanked the Parks and Rec for 
the cookie exchange and the election workers.  He thanked MaryAnn Smith for her comments, but 
knows this omission from the minutes was not done in malice due to agreeing or not agreeing with 
her comments; because all public comments should be placed in the minutes.  He feels this oversight 
was 100% by accident. Part of his goal while by Mayor this year is to bring civility to running City 
Council meetings and he feels this goes both ways.  He has a hard time listening to something like 
what was said about Dryden.  He feels she does a great job and it wasn’t on purpose.  MaryAnn 
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Smith apologized to Dryden.  Dryden thanked her. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS  
            

a. Resolution to Accept 2017 CDBG Funds B3-002-16 R2-010-16 
 
Martin explained this resolution will accept CDBG funds.  Our local funding is $6,000. 
 
Larry Jack asked who this helps and how do the residents know this is available. 
 
Martin stated currently the city utilizes funding for seniors for lawn mowing in the summer and fall 
cleanup.  Information is available on the website and through newsbytes.   
 
 Moved by Meskin, seconded Endres, to approve the resolution to accept the CDBG funds for 
2 017.   
 
 Yes:  Meskin, Zubrzycki, Dzenko, Endres, Lorenz 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 

b.   Banking Institutions for 2017   F-014-16 
 
Martin reviewed this is done annually.  City Council is required to approve the list of banking 
institutions that the City Treasurer will use for banking and investing.  
            
    Moved by Dzenko, seconded Meskin, to approve the list of banking institutions for 2017 as 
submitted. 
 
 Yes:   All 
 No:    None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

c.  Appointment of City Council member to Planning Commission 
       A2-004-10 
Mayor Lorenz thanked Meskin for serving on Planning Commission.  He stated he is appointing Jim 
Endres to the Planning Commission and asked for a motion to approve the appointment. 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Dzenko, to confirm Mayor Lorenz’s appointment of City 
Council member Jim Endres to the Planning Commission.  
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 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

d.  Resolution Extending Gratitude to Election Inspectors 
       E-004-16 R2-011-16 
Martin stated Dryden put together this resolution along with many other communities to express our 
thanks to the election workers.  Martin read the resolution.  Dryden acknowledged two election 
workers in the audience, Kathy Robbins and Ann Nichols.   
 
 Moved by Meskin, seconded Endres, to approve the resolution extending gratitude to election 
workers as presented.   
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Dzenko, Endres, Lorenz, Meskin  
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 

e.  Televising City Council Meeting by the GWBCCC 
       C1-005-010 C3-001-16 
Martin shared this information was submitted by Council member Endres.  Endres would like to get 
started on the investigation and installation of the required equipment to broadcast all of our regular 
meetings; coordinate the institution of the programming.  Doing a dry run at the February meeting.  
Martin stated it is up to Council if they want Endres to gather the information and work with Martin 
on getting this information to Council. 
 
Dzenko questioned how much all this would cost.  He knows it comes out of the cable funds.  Endres 
read a resolution which Civic Center has presented to City Council in the past to give Sylvan Lake 
the opportunity to broadcast their meetings. It gives residents the opportunity to watch the meetings 
on cable, civic center website, city website and you tube.  He addressed some concerns he has heard, 
like grand standing.  Endres feels there would be very little of this with Sylvan Lake residents and if 
it does happen it will go away very quickly because most people will see right through it. When 
Endres was campaigning and discussing this with residents many said they are not able to attend 
meetings for many various reasons, but would like to know what is going on at the meetings.  He 
explained the franchise fees the city gets from Comcast and AT&T which goes into the city’s general 
fund and PEG fees (Public Education and Government) which goes into the Cable Joint Venture 
Fund.  These funds can only be used for cable related purposes.  Sylvan Lake’s portion in the Cable 
Joint Venture Fund as of December 31, 2015, was $19,300.  Dave Albery will be here next meeting 
and is currently estimating Sylvan Lake has $22,000 in the fund right now.  It will cost about $200 a 
meeting.  The city will have to buy a curtain for the front of the tables and a podium for residents to 
speak at. Also if televised meetings would have a set start and stop time.  Dzenko isn’t for this.  He 
appreciates Endres’ passion, but he would still like to see the installation cost and the cost for each 
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meeting.  Endres will have this information by January 3rd.  Dzenko suggested tabling this discussion 
until they have all this information.   
 
Zubrzycki thanked Endres for bring this item.  He generally supports this.  He asked residents to go 
online to watch some other communities’ meetings so they can be aware of how they are conducted.  
Currently we enjoy a more relaxed atmosphere.  Televising them will bring more order and structure 
to the meeting.  Maybe they try televising them and if it doesn’t work out they can stop.  Even if they 
don’t do the meeting he would like to see things like the budget and some of the other bigger items 
i.e. water/sewer rates being recorded.   
 
Meskin asked if they will get the big leather chairs like other communities have.  Endres stated that is 
up to City Council if they want to spend that money.  Endres estimated equipment cost to be around 
$10,000 (cameras, microphones, sound system and lighting).  Meskin also noted West Bloomfield 
posts a detailed rules and regulations guide on their website.  Endres stated that also would be for 
City Council to set.  Endres just wants to give all residents the opportunity see the meetings.   
 
Larry Jack recalled this being brought up months ago, and Endres saying that it would not cost the 
city a dime.  Endres agreed he said this.  Jack is confused how much this will really cost the residents.   
 
Jim Smith asked what other communities televise their meetings so they can view them to see how 
they are run.  Mayor Lorenz replied, Keego Harbor and West Bloomfield.   
 
Pete Peters feels it is a great idea to televise them.  Not only will it allow people who can’t be here, 
but increase the total involvement of our community.  He feels the number of people who they see 
here will grow dramatically.   
 
Endres explained the entire cost for the equipment will come out of the PEG fund.  What he didn’t 
know when he made that statement which Larry Jack referred to was, he didn’t know they would 
have to purchase the podium and curtain.  In keeping his promise he will buy these two items if he 
has to because he feels it is this important to get the meeting televised.  Endres stated Dave Albery 
will be available for the next meeting to provide more detail about all this.   
 
Dzenko noted they currently do spend some of the PEG money on televising the parade and other 
video presentations.   
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Meskin, to table this item.   
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

f.  Planning Commission Reorganization of Membership, meeting day and time.   
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       C1006-16 ZP-004-16 
Martin stated this also was submitted by Council member Endres.  The proposal is being introduced 
to reduce the number of commissioners to 7, change the meeting day to the 1st Wednesday of the 
month and change the meeting time to 6:00 p.m.  Martin stated the current 9 member panel is very 
unwieldly and can actually hinder progress.   
 
Lorenz stated he has looked into the Planning Act and it states the date and time is set by Planning 
Commission.  Lorenz is not sure why the time needs to be changed.   
 
Endres stated the attendance of the Planning Commission members is shaky and unruly with 9 
members.  Two members terms expire in February of 2017 and he feels this is a good time to not fill 
those positions.   
 
Dzenko asked how many usually attend a meeting.  Martin stated he can get that information.  There 
is usually a quorum; if there is not then they postpone the meeting.   
 
Martin stated an amendment to the code would need to be made if Council wants to change the 
number of members to Planning Commission.  Since the date and time are a part of the bylaws of 
Planning Commission he would need to talk to the City Attorney to see if Council can change this as 
part of the ordinance.   
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Zubrzycki, to table this item. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
       C1-007-16 

g.  Adjourn to Close Session to Discuss Attorney-Client privileged correspondence and settlement 
of pending litigation. 

 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Dzenko, to adjourn to close session to discuss Attorney-
Client privileged correspondence and settlement of pending litigation. 
 
 Yes:  Endres, Lorenz, Meskin, Zubrzycki, Dzenko 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARIED 
 
The meeting adjourned to closed session at 8:59 p.m. 
 
At 9:10 p.m. City Council reconvened the regular City Council meeting.   
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 Moved by Dzenko, seconded, Meskin, to direct the City Manager and City Attorney to 
proceed as discussed in closed session.   
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. ROW Policy – Parking direction, maintaining gravel spaces, material  
b. Boat Dock Policy      
c. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
d. Weed Control 
e. Fire Department 
f. Seawall – Replace section of Ferndale wall 

 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Endres, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:11 p.m.  
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


